
The Mary Black Foundation seeks to increase the wellbeing of children, families, and communities, especially those disproportionately experiencing inequitable negative 
outcomes. We recognize that individuals’ ability to access opportunities is shaped by their social and community context. Inequities in access are often the result of 

centuries of unjust policies and structural discrimination. Health equity exists when all people have access to opportunities to thrive both physically and mentally, and no 
one is limited in achieving health and wellness because of their race, ethnicity, nationality, gender, ability, sexual orientation, age, income or zip code.

To advance health equity, Spartanburg will need to ensure it has:
 (1) high quality education & employment, (2) safe and supportive neighborhoods, and (3) accessible, affordable, & culturally relevant health care.
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Funding for playground and trail construction; 
educational advocacy around walkability; Impact 
investments in parks and recreation facilities

Funding for programs o�ering fresh healthy produce; mobile markets 
to bring healthy foods to communities; Impact investments in grocery 
store in area previously considered a food desert

Funding for after-school opportunities and 
mentoring programs; convening youth to listen 
to their concerns and ideas for solutions

Capacity building and training for educators; 
funding for curriculum; technical assistance to 
create healthier learning environments in schools

Capacity building for educators; funding to support policy 
and practice changes; advocacy for investment in preschool

Funding to provide counseling and peer support 
in schools and community-based organizations; 
strategic alliances to study child and adolescent 
behavioral health needs

Funding for home-visiting; convening to improve birth 
outcomes; funding to support policy and practice 
changes; working with school nurses

Training for health care providers in age-appropriate best practices; funding 
for community health workers; funding for equipment and education 
programming; Impact investment in mixed-use property providing space for 
community health providers

While no one organization can achieve health equity alone, the Mary Black Foundation uses its resources to advance health equity. 
Resources include:  grants and impact investments, advocacy, capacity building, technical assistance, convening, and strategic alliances.

Below are some examples of how the Mary Black Foundation has been working to achieve health equity. 
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